Excellence In Education






Instructor: D. Cruthers

Independent Study Program





2006-2007



ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE AND COMPOSITON
Course Syllabus


Welcome to AP Literature and Composition! Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is offered to all students who wish to take an accelerated Advanced Placement course in Literature and Composition for college credit. AP Literature and Composition is meant to be the equivalent of one freshman introductory course in literature.


This course is designed to help students grow in their knowledge and love of literature and their regard for the people who create it; to teach students to read, write, and discuss literary works with precision, sensitivity, energy, and imagination; to encourage them to develop a deep and abiding resonance with some literary texts; and to allow them to integrate their own values and preferences with respect to both the style and substance of others while keeping true to themselves.
General Course Information


This course engages students in the systematic reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Students will learn about the structure, style, and themes of fiction, poetry, and drama. Other elements of literature that will be exhausted include the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. This course was designed to give students a thorough grasp of a few literary works as well as general knowledge regarding several works. The works covered in this course will be representative works from the 16th through the 20th Centuries.

Much is expected of the Advanced Placement student in this college survey course. Students will read the text, literature that compliments the text content, twelve major works of art, and several pieces of poetry. Students will also engage in critical thinking, journaling, and essay writing in reference to the literature they read. In addition, students will learn to write a research paper on a major author and his/her works. There is also a summer assignment due the first day of class.
Brief Course Description

We will be analyzing literature from the point of view of the writer as well as of the reader to determine how the literature affects its readers and in what ways. We will “measure” literature against the history of philosophy to understand how literature fits into its own time as well as in all time. We will ask, “What is art?” and try to determine the qualities of great literature. In addition, our literary analysis will look at style and structure and a writer’s diction, imagery, use of detail, language and syntax and to what effect. Vocabulary study is important. Writing well about literature is a key component of this course and the AP exam. Students will keep a journal over the course of the year to document their improvement and to engage themselves in thinking about their writing. 
Course Assignments
Summer Assignment

Students will read the novel Sophie’s World, written by Jostein Gaarder and complete discussion responses and project (summer assignment packet attached). If students have any questions about this assignment, I can be reached at the email address located at the bottom of this syllabus.
This assignment is extremely important and should be given the utmost effort in completion. Students should journal as they read the text, giving ample time to complete the assignment thoroughly. The reading and completion of this assignment should take any where from 1 to 1 ½ months. 

*Students are expected to complete this assignment before the first day of class. 
Literary Boot Camp

We will spend some time towards the beginning of the course going over literary terms and vocabulary. We will also go over terminology and vocabulary that pertains to each text we read as we read it.

Journals
The student will keep a response journal which may include graphic organizers, mnemonic devices, fragments of texts, and in-class timed writings. Students will be assigned journal topics at the end of every class period and will be checked at the beginning of every class period.
Research Paper

Each student will write a research paper on his/her choice of a notable author and his/her writings. Students will choose the author at or around the fourth month of the course. The instructor will lead students in all aspects of writing a research paper throughout the year. 
Free-Response Essays (FRQ)
Students will be given practice FRQ’s as writing assignments in addition to other writing assignments.

Tests & Quizzes
Students will be given periodic quizzes on vocabulary and literary terminology. There will be 
one test per quarter that will encompass the quiz material.
The AP Exam

The AP English Literature and Composition Exam consists of two parts: the multiple-choice section, which counts for 45% of the total exam score and the free-response, or essay section, which counts for 55%. 

Multiple-Choice Section- Students will be given 1 hour to complete the 55 multiple choice questions on the exam. The questions on the multiple-choice section of the exam are usually based on a given text. An excerpt from a novel, play, or poem is provided and students are then asked questions regarding the text. The type of questions asked measure the student’s comprehension of words or phrases in context, identification of grammatical components such as structural patterns, rhetorical procedures, and figures of speech, and recognition or interpretation of imagery, tone, purpose, genre, and theme.
Free-Response Question (FRQ) Section- Students will be given 2 hours to complete the 3 free-response essay questions on the exam. The purpose of the first FRQ on the exam is to measure the student’s ability to compare and contrast. Two excerpts of literature are given and the student is asked to compare and contrast a specific topic regarding the texts. The purpose of the second FRQ is to measure the student’s content knowledge about literary terminology, vocabulary and concepts. An excerpt is given and the student is asked to identify and expand on literary content. The final FRQ focuses on a story the student is familiar with. Some information (often a short excerpt or explanation of a text) is given and the student is asked to express similar topics in a work that they are familiar with. 
Required Text:

The Introduction to Literature, 9th Edition

Booth, Hunter, and Mays

ISBN: 0-393-92614-1 (Please use this ISBN #- there is a shorter 9th 

Edition that I don’t want you to buy)
Other Resource/Texts:

The following resource/texts will be read in this course. 

· Sophie’s World: A Novel About the History of Philosophy by Jostein Gaardner 
*THIS TEXT IS FOR THE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT, PLEASE GET A COPY ASAP.

· A Room of One’s Own, Virginia Wolf

· Hard Times, Charles Dickens

· Paradise Lost, John Milton

· Candide, Voltaire

· Count of Monte Cristo, Alexander Dumas

· King Lear, Shakespeare

· Hamlet, Shakespeare

· Antigone, Sophocles

· Oedipus Rex, Sophocles

· Persuasion, Jane Austin

· Jane Eyre, Emily Bronte

· Poetry covered may include: Byron, Keats, Tennyson, Ulysses, Browning, Shakespeare, Auden, Dickenson, Hemmingway, T.S. Elliot, and Poe

Depending on the pace of the class some of the above works may not get covered in totality. Texts are subject to change according to direction of course. If the student plans on buying these texts, please wait until the teacher confirms when each text will be used.

The library is a great resource for the above texts.
Class Commences on Wednesday, August 23, 2006 

from the hours of 4:30-7:30pm
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